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Dear Lynne 
 
At the debate on the Children, Young People and Education Committee’s Report on its 
inquiry into Statutory Advocacy Provision on 29 March 2017, one of the agreed 
recommendations was that I provide an update on progression of the national approach to 
Committee.  
 
On 13 June, Welsh Government reconvened the Strategic Leadership Group (SLG) where 
the Welsh Local Government Association and Association of Directors of Social Services 
Cymru updated members on the significant progress that has been made by local 
authorities over recent months.  
 
I am happy to report that all six regions have fully committed to implement the national 
Approach in full and all have arrangements in place to enable this.   This was confirmed in a 
letter I received from the WLGA and ADSS on 22 June, a copy of which is enclosed and 
outlines progress to date across the regional collaboratives. 
 
As you are aware the Welsh Government has committed to provide up to £550k to the 
regions to ensure the Active Offer is fully funded. .  All regions have received their grant 
letters, and regular monitoring of the grant will enable the Welsh Government to keep 
abreast of expenditure for the first two years of implementation.    
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The approach also includes the National Independent Advocacy Standards and Outcomes 
Framework (NSOF). The Welsh Government consulted on the Framework as agreed at the 
Committee and the consultation closed on 23 June.  My officials are now considering the 
responses and will update the framework to reflect the comments received.   
 
As Wales is at the forefront of the advocacy agenda in the UK, it was agreed at the SLG 
meeting that the 4 year journey to get to where we are with the National Approach should 
not go unrecognised.  I wholeheartedly agree with this, and my officials are considering the 
options for an official launch at the Senedd later in the year.  
 
The Strategic Leadership Group agreed to review progress on the national approach in the 
Autumn. I will provide you with a further update following their meeting.  
   
   
Yours sincerely  
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